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A letter from the founders of the Ben Curtis Family Foundation

One child and one school at a time.

That simple phrase is what helps us focus on the importance of our mission to
reduce and even eradicate food insecurity in the commmunities we serve.

Food insecurity is when there consistently isn't enough to eat in a household.
This impacts children. They become preoccupied. Will they have a meal
tonight? Will there be snacks this weekend? This harms their ability to focus.
Inconsistent meals make children vulnerable to illness, absenteeism and
creates hurdles they may never overcome.

When you don't know when or where your next meal is coming from, it is hard
to perform tasks in school and to reach your full potential.

Our Birdie Bags - filled with nonperishable snacks, meals and hygiene products
—are distributed free to children in area school districts who ask us to help.

Students tell us that they share their bags with siblings. Parents tell us that it
helps their own grocery budgets go a little further.

Social circumstances and the pandemic have made it tough on a lot of families.
Whatever the circumstances, it is not in the children’s control.

This small gesture can mean something very big to these children.

Teachers tell us that the children feel loved...that someone
outside of the school cares for them.

That's the best reward.

In order to make more children feel loved, the Foundation
makes every effort to maximize our impact by

increasing our efficiency and making our

effort go further.

In this year's annual report, we
are pleased to share the details
on how we make all of our
resources go further in helping
area children and school
districts.

Ben and Candace
Curtis




That Birdie Bag is more than just a package of
food, snacks, soap and toothpaste.

Try to see it through the eyes of a child who is not sure whether he or she will
even have something to eat that day.

It's our way of helping children right where they are — in our nearby schools.
Schools try to keep their students happy and healthy. We help empower
students to be focused on academics and participation in other school activities
rather than whether or not there will be food and snacks for them later.

The Birdie Bag sends a message to every child: Don't worry.
Someone cares. Focus on your responsibilities and become
the best version of yourself in school and beyond.

That's the bigger mission of The Ben Curtis Family Foundation — providing food
and supplies as the first step to empower students to succeed.
It's a success story that is very personal to us.

The Foundation is co-founded by Ben Curtis.
Many people know his golf success story.

But not everyone knows just how much Ben
overcame the odds in 2003 by rising from obscurity
(ranked 396th) to become the first professional golfer
since 1913 to win a major championship in his first
appearance.

Golf is Ben's passion. The Foundation wants every

child to find and develop their own gifts, follow their
passion, and the support they need to become their
own best champion —to compete in the game of life.

If that means a Birdie Bag filled with food, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste,

and other simple everyday items frees them from some of their worries, makes
them laugh, feel confident and work hard — then we will

continue providing Birdie Bags to help them succeed,

whatever the odds.

Golf is Ben’s passion so we are proud
that Ben Curtis was inducted in the
Greater Cleveland Sports Hall of Fame
in 2021. It is our goal to provide children with
the support they need so they can focus on their
passion so that they, too, can excel.




Taking Our Mission FURTHER

A letter from the Board of the Ben Curtis Family Foundation

Stresses over the past two years have challenged us
all to look closer at who is being impacted. Children
have tried to adapt to on-again, off-again remote
learning. Surges of COVID strains remind us that the

pandemic will likely remain with us in some form or +1§,'7%w

another. +19.1%

CHILD FOOD INSECURITY

All of us at The Ben Curtis Family Foundation hope
you and your families are safe and healthy —and
remain strong to endure the stresses that today’s
life brings on our wellness, our budgets and our
patience. +19.4%

CHILD FOOD INSECURITY

The Foundation responds to current needs so
that children - learning in school or at home — will
continue to receive the relief they and their families deserve.

Over the past year, the Foundation has made the effort to maximize our
resources so that it does more good for more children.

Growing More Efficient

Our warehouse stores nonperishable products for our Birdie Bags. Since we
began using this space, we have grown from serving two to 10 school districts.
We didn’'t know how to best use our space to accommmodate this growth. (See
story on page 14.) A local company, Kent Elastomer Products, spent a week at
our warehouse to teach us how to adopt Lean processes that they follow in their
manufacturing and warehouse facilities. The result? We're now better utilizing
warehouse space — allowing us to grow and expand in our current facility. We're
also saving resources that will directly improve the lives of children we serve.

Growing Our Reach

Food insecurity is a social problem that exists everywhere. We want to provide
relief for children and families everywhere. But our approach to addressing is
one child and one school at a time-starting in our own nearby communities.
What began with one school in 2015 has now expanded to 10 school districts.
We welcome our newest school district partners in Cuyahoga Falls, Woodridge
and Southeast School Districts (see page 10).

Birdie Bag eecccccccc0e

Distribution

2016 2021

7230 49,709

BIRDIE BAGS BIRDIE BAGS

Pounds 000000000000

of Food
Distributed

27148 150,000+

POUNDS OF FOOD POUNDS OF FOOD

Growing By the Numbers
With this growth in our service to
new communities, our distribution
numbers have also grown. In 2021, we
increased Birdie Bag assembly and
delivery to 49,709 Birdie Bags and
150,000+ Ib. of food. This means our
Birdie Bag distribution has increased
by 23%.

So many more area children can be
assured that there is more food in
their homes. We cannot emphasize
enough the importance of nutrition
in a child's development. We hope
through all of our efforts, we are
making a lasting impact on each and
every child we support.

Our Volunteers &
Supporters

We thank everyone who supports
and advocates for the Ben Curtis
Family Foundation. Each and every
one of you plays a critical role in
improving the lives of the children we
support, and we thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.

With your assistance, the Foundation
helps children by removing barriers to
their success. There are many ways to
help: whether through volunteering,
supporting our strategic initiatives,

or providing financial support. We
promise, you will make a difference
- one child at a time!
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This past year the Foundation added three new schools
. to our list of districts we serve — Cuyahoga Falls,
Th e FO U n d a t I O n Southeast and Woodridge.
This brings our total to 10. But we never rest. Our goal is simple. Reach out and
R E AC H E S F U RT H E R serve school districts with children in homes experiencing food insecurity. We

want to address this problem everywhere - but for now we explore our own

to Se rve M O re Area backyards to help school districts and communities in northeast Ohio.

So by the time you read this, there may be more communities to serve. (See

C h i | d re n BenCurtisFoundation.org for the latest details.)

This expanding map is good news. It means more children are receiving the
help they need to overcome barriers so that they can become champions of
their own destiny.
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SUPPORT GOES FURTHER With the
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Dﬁ]ors Su ppo rt en:l)yubg irra\;:gvr;rﬁe:imulted fr

28 ; g ' : t Elastomer Pro"aggf-:__; i Ta- al
the Ben Curtis Family B B
Foundation. ol

¥

ocal manufacturer
line processes,

' Moving, Metis Construction and White House Chicken donate
transportation to distribute Birdie Bags. These partnerships
help us help more children! The Foundation is a responsible
steward that operates prudently.

HELPS TEACHERS Do Their Job

FOOD INSECURITY Affects Children

Ohio has the 6th highest rate of food insecurity in the

country. One in five northeast Ohio children live in food It frustrates teachers when they /_/ ‘\\§=.
insecure homes. There is more sickness, longer recovery can't inspire children who are hungry 4 g
and affects children’s ability to focus and perform. and distracted or frequently absent :s,'
Our goal - reduce and eliminate food insecurity. and sick. We work directly with il
students in school districts who / \ 7/
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to our food and supply
drives helps local children
and their families in
school districts in
Summit, Portage,
and Stark counties.
Your support in
time and resources
directly helps our
neighbors.

. {
) \ children who are

more ready to
learn.

Empowers Children To
ACHIEVE

The Foundation believes that providing
children with access to non-perishable
food and toiletries can help level the
playing field so they can become the
best they can be. There is nothing
more basic than food to eat, soap to
be clean and toothbrushes for dental
hygiene. We help students focus
on accomplishment - not worrying
about their next meal.

reduce costs and maximize benef—b“o children. Also Andrews - wme.

our partnérship with ~ —
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Together - We Go
FURTHER

One way of being grateful for everyone’s support is to
be responsible stewards of our mission.

This means operating in such a way that our funding,
resources and the time of everyone involved go
further to help more children.

GOING FURTHER with
Help from Kent Elastomer
Products

In just six years, the Foundation has grown from serving two to ten school
districts. But we still operated in the same warehouse space.

This caught the attention of Bob Oborn, president of Kent Elastomer Products
(KEP), makers of tubing. KEP operates under Lean manufacturing practices, a
five-step process that makes companies more efficient and productive.

This saves time, money and supplies. For example, we now save approximately
$400 per month just on ziplock bags. This redirects more resources to help
the children and schools we serve. Our improved operational efficiency makes

better use of volunteer time and energy.

same warehouse and DOUBLE our storage area.

z KENT Thank you, Kent Elastomer for helping us stay in the
PRODUCTS, INC. Your help make our resources go further.




FURTHERING Public
Awareness

In addition to distributing Birdie Bags, the Foundation creates awareness of food
insecurity.

Food insecurity is often misunderstood. It is defined as being without reliable
access to sufficient and affordable food. For school age children, this means that
very often, they are not certain whether there will be food or snacks that day. This
can cause anxiety and behavioral issues that greatly impact children’s health.

Here's how the Foundation educates the public whenever and wherever we can.

- Before they get to work assembling Birdie Bags and other tasks, all of our new
volunteers are given a talk about the impact of food insecurity on our children,
families and schools.

- We share with our volunteers how food insecurity affects families —and the
direct positive impact their volunteer efforts have on area children, families
and schools.

- As a legendary professional golfer, Ben Curtis makes many public appearances.

Each of those events includes a presentation about food insecurity.

- The Foundation is frequently invited to share our stories at events. In one case,
we celebrated our partnership with Kent Elastomer Products (see above) at
Kent State University Honors College.

All of our volunteers, donors, partners and supporters become our best
ambassadors!
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Foundation FURTHERS Our
Reach to 3 Additional Schools

In 2013, the Foundation first began distributing 135 Birdie Bags in one school
district. By early 2021, we distributd 5,500 bags a month to 10 school districts
(see page 10).

It always comes down to this — one day, one student and one school at a time.

FURTHERING Our Savings

The more help we receive from partner organizations, the more our funding
can go to maintaining operations with efficiency — and serving more children.

We have been fortunate to receive much of our food over the past year as the
result of grants from the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank.

Other supplies that go into Birdie Bags are purchased only after
finding the best wholesale, bulk buying deals we can get.

Because we have seen a rise in the number of children needing a
AKRON-CANTON REGIONAL H i H _ i i
" A Birdie Bag élnce the 2021 2922 schc??I started, T.he Foundation is
FOOD always looking to partner with additional suppliers so that we can

BANK meetthe demands for the amounts of food we are needing.

16



E 2021 Financial Statement
Families Are

As of and For the Years Ended: 2021 2020 2019 2018

S h d Total Revenue $505,586 $391,245 $304,958 $194,424
t retC e Total Expenses $416,262 $321,658 $232,194 $130,909
Revenue Less Expenses $89,324 $69,587 $72,764 $63,515

Contributions and Grants $485,908 $392,305 $295,075 $100,032

Stress — and costs — are on

the rise. As the pandemic has
fluctuated with intensity, we all
seem stretched further. Teachers,

BEN CURTIS FAMILY FOUNDATION SUPPORT

students, school systems, $500,000

families and entire communities
have needed relief.

$400,000

$300,000
$200,000
—

$100,000

Did you know that Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) benefits, widely known
as food stamps, do not cover

the cost for essential household
items, like cleaning products,
bathroom tissue or personal
hygiene necessities?

Birdie Bags include easy-to-
prepare meals, snacks and a
toiletry kit. For many families
this provides some relief from
grocery costs.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
The program has grown

significantly as the pandemic
took a toll on many local families.
For families attempting to raise

BCFF Support (Gifts, Grants, Contributions and membership Fees)

2021 $485,908
2020  $392,305
2019  $295,075
2018 $307,653
2017  $186,261

2016  $176,096
2015 $131,676

Total $1,582,659

kids on limited incomes — who
may not even qualify for SNAP
trying to make ends meet - the

Foundation is here to help them
stretch their limited resources
further.




Special Thank You's to Our Most
CHAMPIONS edicated Supporters

Longtime Volunteers, Sam & Bob

O ur VO | un tee 's an d We extend a special thank you to two of our longtime

volunteers, Sam and Bob! Sam has been with the

S t ) 4 Foundation since the early days — when all our recycling
u p po r e rS - : from the food boxes would fit into the back of his car! Sam

was in charge of taking it to the recycling center for us.

Our donors, volunteers and community partners

7 o o As we grew, Bob started helping Sam and ever since the
are essential to the Foundation’s ability to help ° L2iS

pair has been in charge of everything related to boxes!

children in area schools. 7 AN They do an excellent job stacking all boxes in the recycle
Our volunteers come in all ages from one individual and a family group - / ! container so we can maximize our space. Their help

to school clubs, church and civic groups and other bands of happy, giving 4 ¥ gives us one less thing to worry about during the rush of
people. Many are retired teachers who remember firsthand how food packing Birdie Bags. We are so lucky to have them on our
insecurity can affect children in their classrooms. team and don’t know what we would do without them!

They give their time, talent, financial support and other resources to the
Foundation. Moreover, they become more informed and aware of how
food insecurity impacts area children and their families. This awareness
makes our supporters the best advocates for our mission and how others
can experience the rewards of helping children.

They inspire us at the Foundation and are ALL champions for the cause.

Alpha Xi Delta

S Thanks to the Kent State

1 University sorority Alpha Xi

/ | Delta who raised $34,000
dollars for the Ben Curtis
Family Foundation. Their
support transcends
this donation because
now all of these young
professionals understand
the importance of
addressing food insecurity.




FURTHER

our positive impact
by raising awareness
for the cause

and funding for
programs to benefit
area children.

Our events proactively engage
philanthropic individuals and
organizations, generating funding
and other contributions that further
our ability to help more children and
school districts.

7th Annual Golf Classic
On August 6, 2021, the Foundation
hosted our Golf Classic at the Country
Club of Hudson, also home of the Ben
Curtis Golf Academy. 33 teams/132
players joined us to raise $141,772.05
and become CHAMPIONS in our fight
against food insecurity.

Wine Event
Our annual wine event, The Tour N
International, was held at the
Country Club of Hudson on October,
2, 2021, with hors d'oeuvres along

with 50 wines to sample and

P purchase from around
l&\ the globe. Master
THE TU o sommelier Larry
INTERNATIONAL O'Brien was on hand
to pour a few of his
favorite selections at this
outdoor patio event that
includes toasty fire pits and, of course,
a little action on the putting green.

A Very Merry Dinner

Giving Trees to benefit children participating
in our Christmas program A Very Merry
Dinner, were placed in businesses and stores
around the community. This not only helps
local food insecure children - it also supports
local businesses and organizations.

Local businesses hosted Giving Trees with
gift wishlists for children participating in
AVMD. This year there were 529 kids and
184 families for the drive-through event in 4
different districts. Our volunteers wrapped
an estimated 5,500 gifts and school faculty
helped us carry out the event the day of. We
expanded to four schools last year adding
Southeast and Windham.

The Ben Curtis Family Foundation was
beneficiary of the following events organized
by caring businesses and individuals who
share our mission to help area children.

Merlot & Manicures

For the 7th year, Evelyn Dickerson Hair
Design hosted the Merlot and Manicures on
October 7, 2021 at the Kent State University
Hotel & Conference Center. All donations
supported the Foundation.

Serenity Spa Event

On November 12, 2021 the Studio 9 Salon and
Spa in Munroe Falls hosted the 2nd Annual
Serenity Spa night benefiting the Ben Curtis
Family Foundation.

These events reveal the true generosity and
concern of our community.

The Foundation always seeks new ways to
involve our caring neighbors who want to
learn more and help area children overcome
food insecurity to become their own best
champions.




OQur Donors

“Our donors make it possible for us to reach,more
children suffering from food insecurity and other
challenges. Because of you, more children have food
to eat and hygiene products as a first step towards
good hygiene. Most of all, these children know they
are not forgotten.”

Ben and Candace Curtis
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In memory of Lenore
Goist

Tim and Betsy Forkin
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Tim Naujoks
Robert Northrup
Chuck Richardson




Dave Silverman
Dave Toensing
Larry Wilson
Laura Wynn

In memory of Mary
Gross

Brandon Karg
Margaret Meagher
Richard Trimbur
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Mosca Granite Works
Jeffrey Paikin
Rays Place
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Carnegie Investment
Counsel

Steven and Marian
Carter

Jim & Nancy
Cleveland

Salvatore Carlo Corbo
Shawn and Kerry Ely

Andy & Mary Ann
Fertal

Karen Frankenbery
Chris Hewitt

Tony and Michele
Holcomb

John and Kylea Iski

Andrew & Kerry
Kirchner

Billand Carley Kruse

Ericand Anne Larsen

Dylan Mannion

Joe and Kathy
Mannion

Blair Martin
Phil Masturzo

Joe and Maggie
Matuscak

Bob and Babette
Medcalf

Mich & Di Charitable
Fund

Peter Minotti

Mr.and Mrs. Paul
Szymborski

Kevin & Elaine
Murphy

Mimi Nease
Justin O'Driscoll
Jim and Denise Peel

Kevin and Mary
Peinkofer

Robert Perciak
Quality IP, LLC

John and Janelle
Ranieri

Jeffrey Ryznar
John and Alyson

Benjamin and Ann
Sutton

Eric and Jill Tayfel
Kara VanSickle
Nancy Wachsmuth
Christine Walker

Troy and Shannon
Leavery

Mike & Barb Cassell

Wil and Judy
Dobbins

Anonymous

Petra Boesinger

Mike and Barbara
Burrows

Frank and Julie
Griffiths

Jeffrey and Sue
Osciak

S.H. Brown &
Associates, Inc

Dr. Mark lati - Stow
Dental Group

Vendora Foster

Kevin and Amy
Mineo

Dave and Carol Creps
Timothy Myers
ProForma

Lori Wilfong

In honor of Mr. Gerald
Apel

Brimfield Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Donna Hess

John and Mary Carol
Lewis

Mark and Mary Pat
Wise

Marc and Stacey
Calcaterra

Richard & Cheryl
Godic

Mike Hardy

In memory of
Kathryn Hardy

Charles and Laura
Marino

Dave Archer
Joanne Frick

Michael and
Rebekah Kulis

Danielle Perry

In honor of The
Miholer Family

Jean Winsterman
Steve Testa

Craig and Anna
Lucas

George Bush
Susan Brugnano

George and Julie
Dietz

Paul and Sherry
Ellsworth

John and Barbara
Fisher

Charles Flagg

Taylor and Angel
Marshall

Marshall Sales

Patrick and Linnea
Ray

Eric and Karen
Rumley

Daniel Serbin

Anonymous

Young & Associates,

Inc.
Anonymous
Kent Storage LLC

Anonymous

Ken and Mollie Miller

Michael and Julie
Moldvay

John and Jan Ryan

Mark and Jenny
Siebert

Anonymous

Kevin & Meghann
Tichnell

The Arthur Family
Gary P. Wagner

In honor of Sandy
Vargo

Edward Levens

Rob and Susan
Murray

Ryan and Lori Ferrara
Scott and Kelly Winer

Neil and Elena Marie
McHale

The Dick Pfeiffer
Foundation

Robert Riggie and
Chrystal Shook

Gregory Delost

Ronald and Marilyn
Dilley

Matt and Wendy
French

Robert and Ginny
Hitt

Robert larussi

James and Sally
Myers

Dominic Offredo
Jacqueline Wolf

In memory of Judy
Crocker

Alan and Gail
Ambuske

Kent United Church
of Christ

Nordstrom Employee
Matching Program

Christopher Meduri

In celebration of Leah
and Jay Wilson's
wedding

717 Credit Union
Board Of Directors

Anonymous
Frank LaRose
William Shawd

Northeast Ohio
Medical University

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ronna Russell
Anonymous

Drew and Shelley
McCandless

Anonymous
Jeff and Amy Dunlap

In honor of Thomas &
Loretta Fisher

Italian Irish Open

Valoree Vargo



